3/9/72 


Bear Gris, 

Ky instinct on getting your letter oi tho 5th this coming was to return the enclosed 
B'5.00 chech. It did anger uo and it did make me resontfyl. 1 have, in recent years, become 
increasingly, perhaps unreasonably, resentful of any reference to the poverty I have 
elected, that nobody lias f creed upon Lie, and to sug estions that I think that somehow, 
because of it, others are indebted to me. hut on reflection, I knew this could not be your 
intent, so I instead accept the gift with thanks. 

Having said this I return to what I did say: that from now on I will expect those who 
arc not actively engaged in research to enclose self— addressed, stamped envelopes or I will 
not answer, file reason is not only the slight cost of the postage, though when one has, no 
income and towering debts there is no such tilings as a realty slight cost. J -t is one of time, 
x know iiiny people have genuine interests, and I try to find the time to satisfy them to 
the degree I can. IChis means time froa work, tide from sleeping, time from other tilings, 
how and for the immediate future, it also means doing what I am under medical prohibition 
against as a consequence of having almost chopped off my loft thumb. I won' t laiovi for tliree 
weeks wliethor it will require surgery bo repair damage to tiio connective tissue. Until that 
consultation with an orthopaedic surgeon, I an under strict induction to protect it agains 3 t 
jarring an.,-, any blow, no matter how slight, sich as by striking the typewriter with it. 

Byi my real feeling is that those who are doing their regular things and maldLng a living 
at it, if they want information, and if X, without any income anti working trio hours i continue 
to work, an being asked fox’ it, the slight extra wox’k of including the envelope is first a 
gesture and a courtesy and, then a slight reduction of the tin,, required for response, my 
typing' is terrible. I do not take time to read any letters because i just do not liavc the 
iiEEi time without taking it from work. But envelopes require reading, for the postman can’t 
road ciy mind, as they do going into a drawer for them, and the few seconds of time to put 
into anu out of the macliine, now with great care. It may not seem comprehensible,- to you, 
but I aid under such time pressures to try and complete the rather large work I have under- 
taken that X have come ta? resent anything that takes tine I feel I should not have to take. 

t 

Your question of the assassination literature : I am ppposed to it. several have uono it. 
'i'lie inevitable result is that there is indirect sponsorship of some of tno most awful 
vergal garbage ever put on paper, much of tho stu ff is not available, and tills loads no 
an enormous amount of frustration and wasted work. I’ho serious works of value are feu. I 
know of none still available save my own, ana I certainly can’t expect the publication of 
a bibliography of only me. “y limited experience is tiiat the few ado x have tiled do not 
pay their cost, anu when I au as deep in debt as 1 an, X lack the spirit to try again. I do 
hav, ads in the annual Book3 in x-'rint. 'i'hoy do pay for themselves. Yesterday wo got aluosst 
a dosen Oxdeis fxom c, smigle whoxcsaJLcr, naif for coons nou uvuxlabxo, roquamig wasced 
time in 1, iters, and one from a bookstore in nichigan today for bin out-of-print Gii.uJjB Ilf 
Hid- OilL-wdib. 1 think that for the second time I have made arrangements for tiiat to be xeroxed 
in such form tiiat I can xerox from it, like a roaster, anu if this is successful, then i’ll 
be able to offer a xerox edition. But this on.- think alone has taken about a week of bias 
in tiio past two years, probably more, and in letters alone. 

I au all for anything that might sell my books, partly because it could udan a slight 
income and partly because I want their word to get around. But as a practical natter, I 
lack confidence in the a rail classified ad today. .*nd tho only other stuff still available 
is poor form’s, and with what wo know today X can't recori.<ond any of it to anyone. Be 
has crossed the line anu is irrational, as, in reptrospeet, lie earliest writing also m. 
is. i’ho more recent is worse. It is sad, for he is such a courageous follow. *md so well 
intended. I saw him ‘fhankagiving time, and an without doubt on Ins irrationality today. 


Biaeerely, 



